Parrot Found – Q & A - Natural Encounters, Inc.


Question:

Two weeks ago a parrot landed in our garden. We also have three parakeets. The parrot - Girlieman - was very frightened but, when we brought out the empty parakeet cage, he came into it almost immediately. We have been trying to locate it's owner but have not be able to do so. We took it to a Avian Vet and she treated him for an injury to his beak and said he's alright otherwise. Now we have purchased a used parrot cage for him. The vet clipped his wings so that he would not hurt himself when we let him out of his cage now and then - strange location for him, etc.

It has now been two weeks without locating the owner and my husband and I are beginning to question what we shall do should we not locate the owner. Our concerns are multiple:

First, our parakeets sleep and eat in their cage but - we've built them a fairly large "tree" and they play on this all day and fly about the family room happy and singing and sometimes on our shoulders. We do not clip their wings and have safe-proofed the family room to ensure their safety.

Now, Milo - the more curious of our parakeets - has begun to land on the side of the parrot's cage. The minute we saw him do this we covered the parrot's cage with aviary mesh and keep the parrot in another room unless we are there to shoo Milo away. Sigh.

I am afraid that, should the owners not be located, we won't be able to keep the parrot because of the danger he might present to our parakeets. My husband is retired and is home all day. His opinion - even though he is not completely certain - is that all of the birds will one day live in harmony together and we could a happy family be. If the owners aren't located and we decide to keep him we would stop clipping his wings once he is trained to us.

We have received mixed opinions about the safety of keeping both parrot and parakeets and my gut is telling me that it's just not a safe situation for the parakeets (Venus, Milo and Bebe). My gut is also telling me that the parrot -Girlieman - has been traumatized in his/her escape and does need to know that he isn't going to be passed around from one home to another if his owner's aren't located. I mean his feelings, ya know? I'm sure he has feelings or senses his situation. He's still quite frightened but appears tame - lets us scratch his head and beak, and eats from our hands, etc. Is a bit snappy but not painfully so and we don't think this is abnormal in his present state.

We want our parakeets to be safe and we want the parrot to have a happy life and I just don't know what is the best option. Keep him or not keep him? What is safest? Do you have any real experience in how parrots and parakeets get along? My husband and I are well into our 50's and willing to listen to any advice anyone can offer.

Answer:

First, let me say how lucky this parrot is to have landed in your garden. Lucky, because you and your husband are already parrot owners, who obviously take very good care of your birds. The fact that your husband is home all day with the birds is also beneficial because parrots are social creatures requiring a lot of attention and enrichment. From your description of the life your parakeets live, I think this parrot is in good hands. All too often, people purchase parrots without the clear understanding of the time and energy needed to give them a good life. That may be the case with this parrot's last owners.

I currently share my home with an Eclectus parrot (medium sized), a Cockatiel, and two cats. My roommate also has a cat and a Pionus parrot (small sized). Our parrots are not clipped and our family lives in harmony. That is not to say that we have all the animals out together unsupervised. We always supervise the birds and cats when all are out together. It took some training for the cats to understand that chasing the smaller birds was unacceptable. And, I am always keeping a close eye on the cats so that if they do show interest, I am there to intervene and change their motivation. The larger bird taught the cats himself that chasing him was unacceptable and they always keep their distance from him.  However, again, we always keep a close eye on all of them when they are out together.

The birds all keep to themselves but get along fine. The only aggression we ever see is if my Cockatiel, who enjoys being close to the Eclectus, remains in the Eclectus' personal space for too long. The result is a quick growl with beak out in the Cockatiel's direction. He has never bitten the Cockatiel nor has he tried to actually bite and make contact. He merely, through his body language, warns the Cockatiel to get out of his space. Additionally, the Cockatiel has the option to fly away.

I do think your parrot may learn to live with the parakeets and vice versa. It will just take some time for all to adjust. That time should always be supervised so that if aggression does arise, you or your husband can be there to intervene. I would recommend keeping the parrot's wings clipped for an extended period of time until you feel secure that the parakeets will not be harmed. The benefit of this is that, if the parrot does become aggressive, the parakeets can fly away to a safer location.

You are right to be cautious of the parakeets landing on the parrot's cage. If the parrot does become territorially aggressive, it may try to bite the parakeet on the cage. You should observe the parrot's reaction to the parakeet being on the cage and react appropriately. My Eclectus does not seem bothered one way or the other by the Cockatiel being on his cage. Likewise, the Pionus does not seem to mind the other two birds on her cage. If you do worry about the parakeets on the cage, maybe you could put a solid top on the parrot cage to separate the parakeets from the parrot if they do land up there. Maybe the solid top only goes on when the parakeets are out of their cages.

Also, parrots in the wild often live in family groups and a mix of species has been seen at certain feeding or roosting sites.

